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Over the many centuries of transatlantic slavery, millions of African people were kidnapped, sold and transported across the Atlantic. They were enslaved and forced to work in dreadful conditions, on hugely profitable plantations. Britain, and other counties, grew wealthy on this trade in people and the goods they were forced to produce. Enslaved peoples formed communities and many resisted, in a huge number of ways. The legacies of these histories are all around us.




This website aims to support those teaching and learning about Transatlantic Slavery and its legacies using museum and heritage collections.
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Some material on this site therefore contains graphic and potentially disturbing images and objects. There are also titles specific to the historical period for some images and artefacts.






Learn about the history and legacies of transatlantic slavery though the exploration of Artefacts …

[image: 'Daru off Elmina Castle']'Daru off Elmina Castle'



[image: Pierre Jacques Benoit, Voyage a Surinam . . . cent dessins pris sur nature par l'auteur (Bruxelles, 1839), plate xlii, fig. 88. (Copy in the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University) Caption, "Takie-Takie." A group of women, including an elderly one, engaged in informal conversation; one of the women is nursing her child. In discussing this illustration, the author writes that enslaved women are in general excellent mothers, and as soon as they begin to breast feed their children they abstain from any physical contact with their husbands. “During the period that they breast-feed”, he writes, “they can relax and have time to engage in "takie-takie" or gossip sessions" (p. 54). Benoit (1782-1854), a French-speaking Belgian, visited Surinam around 1829/1830. The 100 coloured lithographs in his book are derived from drawings he made during his visit.]Slaves Conversing, Paramaribo, Surinam, 1839



[image: 'Trelawny Town, the chief residence of the Maroons']'Trelawny Town, the chief residence of the Maroons'



[image: John Canoe (Jonkonnu, JonKanoo) Costume, Jamaica, 1838]John Canoe (Jonkonnu, JonKanoo) Costume, Jamaica, 1838














Explore themes and in depth background reading …

[image: Guinea Coin, 1686]Economics and the Accumulation of Wealth



[image: Frontis-piece of Olaudah Equiano]Personal Accounts



[image: Map of France from 1852]France Case Study



[image: Portrait of Thomas Clarkson (1760 - 1846)]Campaigning against Slavery
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